






THE 4W’s
These are some ideas of things you might fill your

Team Hope Christmas Shoebox with:

WASHWRITE

WOWWEAR
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What can you put in
your Christmas Shoebox?
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Things to WRITE with: Things to WASH with:

Things to WEAR: Things to WOW!

CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL  Pre-school



Acrostic Poem Junior:
Junior infants- 2nd class
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Christmas Shoebox Maze Junior
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Can you get your Christmas Shoebox to its new home!

Start here
Finish here





One teacher prepared a Christmas Shoebox Appeal Aistear station
in the classroom, incorporating Literacy, Geography and the 4W’s (included in your resources)!

Thank you so much for the pictures and inspiration Caoimhe O’Dea!

Aistear Station Junior: Aistear
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*Click here to request your free copy of Bunny’s Shoebox Journey Book, as shown.

mailto:rbrowne@teamhope.ie
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Junior Wordsearch Junior: Junior & Senior Infants
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Country Fact File

Use your skills to discover more about 

Draw the country Flag: 

Location of Country on map: 

Bordering Countries: 

Popular Food: 

Popular Activities or Sports: 

Traditions:

National Anthem: 

Other Interesting Facts: 

Capital City/Cities!: 

Population:

Language  Spoken:

Junior: 1st & 2nd class
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Country Fact File Junior: 1st & 2nd class

Ukraine
Use your skills to discover more about Ukraine

Draw the country Flag: 

Location of Country on map: 

Bordering Countries: 

Popular Food: 

Popular Activities or Sports: 

Traditions:

National Anthem: 

Other Interesting Facts: 

Capital City: 

Population:

Language Spoken:





Differentiated Reading Activity Junior:
1st & 2nd class
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4 W’s Poster

What goes into a Christmas Shoebox?

What are the 4W’s?

      Wash, write, wear, wow
      Wear, Walk, Wash, wobble
      Wellies, Wow, Water, Waves

What are some things to write with?

What are some things to wear?

What are some things to wash with?

What are some things to wow?



Differentiated Reading Activity Junior:
1st & 2nd class
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Why do we send Christmas Shoeboxes?

Team Hope works all year round and sends Christmas Shoeboxes to countries where there
is poverty. 

Poverty is where a person doesn’t have and can’t get enough money for their basic needs
like food, shelter (a home) and education (school).

Poverty can be caused by wars, climate change, people not having enough rights and inequality.

Christmas Shoeboxes are gifts that help to bring joy to children and they also give things that
they need like copybooks and pencils for school and warm clothes. 

When Team Hope’s partners in each country deliver Christmas Shoeboxes they meet people
living in poverty and are able to help them in other ways.

Discussion questions
What is poverty?

(Discuss)

What causes poverty?

(Discuss)
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Myself and the Wider World Junior: SPHE

Draw how you think a child might feel to receive a Christmas Shoebox. What feelings might they have? Can you draw their faces?





Rachel Browne
Highlight



Story Planner Junior:
Junior Infants - 2nd class
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Meet Bunny.

Imagine a fluffy Bunny toy sitting on a shelf in a shop.
He is headed for a very big adventure!

Use the photos to tell the story of how Bunny gets to Beatrice in Malawi
because of the Christmas Shoebox Appeal.

Introduction 
• Introduce the main characters
• Introduce the story setting 



Story Planner Junior:
Junior Infants - 2nd class
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Build-Up 
• Develop the characters and the setting 
• The points that lead up to the climax
   (high point) in the story 

Climax 
• The climax in the story 
• How do the characters react? 



Story Planner Junior:
Junior Infants - 2nd class
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How does the story end 
• The ending to the story 



mailto:rbrowne@teamhope.ie


Acrostic Poem Senior:
3rd - 6th class
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 DR Congo 
Almost 7,000 Christmas Shoeboxes from Mayo, Louth, 
and Wicklow went to children in DR Congo, and they 
brought so much joy!  
Every single item, from cuddly toys to crayons, 
toothbrushes to treats, is loved and cherished by the 
child who received it. 
For many children, it was the first gift they had ever 
received, and your kindness made them feel seen, 
special, and remembered.

Marilena from Romania  

“It’s the first new toy I’ve ever had”.  
Marilena from Romania is 8 and her family struggles to even 
heat one room in the winter.  
Marilena was so excited to get gel pens in her Christmas 
Shoebox, as she had seen them before, but when she saw 
the doll inside she whispered in awe “It’s the first new toy I’ve 
ever had“. 



Where your Christmas Shoeboxes went last year 







Cloze Procedure Senior:
3rd & 4th class
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All about the Christmas Shoebox Appeal
 
Did you know that more than 2 million Christmas shoeboxes have been sent from Ireland?
That's long enough to stretch all the way from Galway, across Ireland and all the way over to London!

The Christmas ____________ Appeal is where people in _______________ build shoeboxes full of  
____________ that are sent to children in countries in Africa and Eastern Europe. 
In our Christmas Shoebox we can add something to ____________ with, ____________ with,    
_____________and  ____________!
After we build our shoeboxes the are packed up and travel by land or  ___________ to their new homes.
Things to write with can help children to go to ___________. Things to wash with can help children to 
have strong teeth and less illness. Things to wear can help children to be ____________ and things to 
WOW can help children to  ____________.
We don’t put things that could be scary or ____________ in our Christmas Shoeboxes.

Christmas Shoeboxes are given to children in areas of ________. Poverty is where a person doesn’t 
have and can’t get enough money for their basic needs like food, ___________ (a home) and 
______________ (school). Poverty can be caused by wars, ____________ ___________, people not 
having enough rights and inequality.

Challenge
Find the missing words to fill the gaps in these sentences below. 

Words:

Text:

Shoebox write Climate change education

breakable

sea wear wow shelter

school smile Ireland gifts

warm poverty wash
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Country Fact File

Ukraine
Use your skills to discover more about Ukraine

Draw the country Flag: 

Location of Country on map: 

Bordering Countries: 

Popular Food: 

Popular Activities or Sports: 

Traditions:

National Anthem: 

Other Interesting Facts: 

Capital City: 

Population:

Language Spoken:

Senior: 3rd & 4th class



Rachel Browne
Line

Rachel Browne
Line



Developing Countries Fact File Senior:
5th & 6th Class
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Burundi
Burundi 3.5 e.

But Burundi is about one third of the size of Ireland.
Burundi  Rwanda and the
Democratic Republic of Congo
Burundi has 2 capital cities! Bujumbura and Gitega.
Burundi also has 2 national animals! The spotted hyena and the
Transvaal lion.

the Burundi franc.
Burundi was colonised by both Germany and then Belgium. In 1962 they
became an independent nation.

Official Language: 
s Burundi are Rundi and French.

Facts about , the land:
● Temperatures average at 21Á as Burundi is quite high up.
● Burundi is home to the world’s longest freshwater lake. Lake Tanganyika

is the second-deepest and second-largest in volume in the world. The lake
spreads across four countries, with most of it sitting in Tanzania and the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (40%). The water flows into the Congo
River System and out into the Atlantic Ocean.

● There are three national parks, four national reserves and two nature
monuments dotted around Burundi.

● Ruvubu National Park is the country’s largest national park. It is home to a
wide variety of wildlife, including hippopotamus, buffalo, waterbucks and
baboons.

Facts about , the people:

● A large majority of the polulation are farmers and coffee is the country's main export.
● The average life expectancy for people in Burundi is 62 years old.
● Football (soccer) is the most popular sport in Burundi.
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Can you find these countries on the map below?
BONUS POINTS

Country Wordsearch Senior: 3rd & 4th Class!"#$%&'("%)*+,-.$#-%/*'"0'1%2(("#3% % % /"4,'+5%6+789.*%:3#--%
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Differentiated Reading Activity Senior:
3rd - 6th class
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4 W’s Poster

What goes into a Christmas Shoebox?

What are the 4W’s?

      Wash, write, wear, wow
      Wear, Walk, Wash, wobble
      Wellies, Wow, Water, Waves

What are some things to write with?

What are some things to wear?

What are some things to wash with?

What are some things to wow?



Differentiated Reading Activity Senior:
3rd - 6th class
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Why do we send Christmas Shoeboxes?

Team Hope works all year round and sends Christmas Shoeboxes to countries where there is poverty. Poverty is where
a person can’t get enough money for their basic needs like food, shelter (a home) and education (school).

Poverty can be caused by wars, climate change, people not having enough rights and inequality.

Christmas Shoeboxes are gifts that help to bring joy to children and they also give things that they need like copybooks
and pencils for school and warm clothes. 

When Team Hope’s partners in each country deliver Christmas Shoeboxes they meet people living in poverty
and are able to help them in other ways.

When shoeboxes arrive in their new country they are separated for the different towns they will go to and can travel
there by truck, van, car, bike or trailer. Our volunteers in each country know who needs a Christmas Shoebox
most and they make sure it gets to them.

Discussion questions
What is poverty?

(Discuss)

What causes poverty?

(Discuss)
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Distribution of population and wealth Senior: 5th & 6th Class

Distribution of population and wealth, taken from PDST Walk Tall 5th class, pg 315 & 316



What is the Christmas Shoebox Appeal?

Resources needed: Wool, knitting needles, internet/tutorial access

Knitted items are perfect for Christmas Shoeboxes and a perfect way
for you to practice your skills too!

These ideas and more are all on our Pinterest page: www.pinterest.ie/hope4344/ 

Shoebox Knitting ideas: Easy hats:  https://pin.it/7mv1p6B
    https://pin.it/32x0bZc
          
  Baby mittens:  https://pin.it/1ChT4DY

  Beginner Scarf: https://pin.it/5sQpxlc

  Finger puppets:  https://pin.it/55aQZYc
    
  Easy bear:  https://pin.it/54WqCmN
    
  Arm knitting tutorial:  https://pin.it/3bD9I4C

Knitting tutorial: https://pin.it/1pMPobB

  https://sheepandstitch.com/how-to-knit/
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Senior Crafts: Knitting Senior: 5th & 6th class



Team Hope Christmas Shoebox Appeal Senior: 3rd&4th class

STORY PLANNER
Write the story of a fluffy Bunny toy and his journey to a shoebox and on to a new home far away!
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Useful words

Shop
Family
Soft
Fluffy
Shoebox
Scarf
Gloves
Pyjamas
Paper
Colouring pencils
Toothbrush
Toothpaste
Photograph
Card
Wrapping paper
Excited
School
Ship
Truck
Shipping container
Bumpy
Waves
Journey
Happy
Present
Cuddles
Christmas
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Story Planner - Bunny Senior: 3rd & 4th Class



FREE resources for Primary Schools: 
Our website, www.teamhope.ie has loads more curriculum based resources for you to 
download!  

CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL

TEAM HOPE, 5 Leopardstown Business Centre, Ballyogan Ave, Dublin 18 Web: www.TeamHope.ie          Phone: (01) 294 0222                    
Email: info@teamhope.ie Team Hope is a company limited by guarantee (No. 359820), is a registered charity (No. 20047627) and has been 
granted tax exemption status by the  Revenue Commissioners (CHY No. 14524)

Dear Primary Schools, 

We hope your new term has started well! We are so excited to be 
launching this year’s Christmas Shoebox Appeal!  

Every Christmas Shoebox brings so much joy, love and hope. This 
year, more than ever, every shoebox counts! 

What is the Christmas Shoebox Appeal? 
The Christmas Shoebox Appeal is an annual campaign sending gift filled shoeboxes from 
Ireland to children affected by poverty in countries across Africa and Eastern Europe. It is 
a great opportunity to teach our youngest learners about giving, in a tangible way. 

To take part just complete the attached order form or order online at 
www.teamhope.ie 

• PowerPoint Presentation 
• Lesson plan 
• Cloze procedure activities 
• Aistear activities 
• Fun activity sheets 
• SPHE resources 

• Country fact files 
• Story planner 
• Acrostic poems 
• And lots more! 

We would love for you to encourage your families to take part and to see how many 
shoeboxes your school can make this year! 

If you have any questions please do get in touch! 

Many thanks, 

From All at Team Hope.   

http://www.TeamHope.ie
mailto:info@teamhope.ie
http://www.teamhope.ie


CHRISTMAS SHOEBOX APPEAL  PRIMARY SCHOOL ORDER FORM 2025 
 

 
How to order: 

    Order online: Leaflets and posters can be ordered at www.TeamHope.ie 
    (You’ll need 1 per child) 

    Order by post: Complete the form below and return to: info@teamhope.ie or post to: 
    Team Hope, 5 Leopardstown Business Centre, Ballyogan Avenue,   

    Dublin 18, D18 CF67 
   
 

  

           ORDER BY POST: 

Name: ……………………………………………………………………….…………………….…………………….…..……………………

School Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………..

Address: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………..……..……………………….

……………………………………………………………… Eircode: …………..………………………………………………………………

Telephone: …………….………………..…………………………… Roll No: …………..…………………………………………

GDPR: Please tick the adjacent box if you would like to be kept up to date with information on the Christmas Shoebox 
Appeal and Team Hope’s other work. You will always have the option to unsubscribe at any time.

Email:

Contact: Email: info@teamhope.ie Phone: 01 2940222
Team Hope is a company limited by guarantee (No. 359820), is a registered charity (No. 20047627) and has been granted tax 
exemption status by the Revenue Commissioners (CHY No. 14524)

ORDER BY POST: QUANTITY 

SHOEBOX  LEAFLETS (You’ll need 1 per child) 100

A4 POSTER 2

A3 POSTER 2

            RESOURCES WWW.TEAMHOPE.IE

Download for free!
Lesson plan, Ppt presentation, activities, cloze procedure 
sheets, Aistear station, comprehensions, wordsearches, 
colouring sheet, country fact files and more!

http://www.TeamHope.ie
mailto:info@teamhope.ie
http://WWW.TEAMHOPE.IE
mailto:info@teamhope.ie



